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officials over the
ve heen aseare thiat
the agency’s practice of
opening inuil violated crimi-
nai laws Dut took steps o
cover up the practice so that
it could coutinue, the Presi-

dent’'s CfA commission ro-
port  released | yesterday
shows,

In a maemorandum cited
by the Rockeleller cormmis-
sion report. the CIA's then-
doputy chiel of counterintel-
lidence wrote in 1962 that
disclesure of the mail-opan-
g prosowan o would  “give
rise o zeove charges of
crimin isuse of the muil
by zoversaent egencies.”

Haovever, the memo s.ml,
“Unlews f‘-‘ charge (of erimi-
nal ¢« ¢t} is supported by
the presantotion of inte
ey dom the project. i
should Lo relatively cusy to

t

’

~ated, the
- said that by 1561,

‘hush
affair .

Dc\mte the pns;xbm?" (4
criminal vrosecution. a deci
sion had been made thet th(:
“efrort was werth the rish.”
the report guotes the memo
as saying.

As in other references
throughout the Reckefelior
report, the individual who
wrote the memo was not
identified by name.

CIA Director William L.
Colby admitted last January
that the ClA had copenzd

up' the cntire

- mail belween citizens of the

United States and two Com-
munist  countries for 20
vears. ending in 1973.
Detailing the scope of the
proiect and the level of au
thority under which it oner-
tockeleller ropart
the CIA
was opening 13,000 letters a
yerr-to ond ham the Sovier
Cnicn. Opening mail w
oui @ court order is & ceriv
nal offenss.

The oporation was lzter cx-
pandad to inciude mail to an
from the Par Eoast, the repo
savs. Earlier disclosures h-\e
named China ag tihe country
invoived.

In tiie Inst year of the pro-
gram's operation in New York,
‘the report st
ined the outside cf 2.3 million
pieces ¢f mail to and from the
Soviet  Unien, photozraphead
the cufside uf 33.600 of theosa
peeces, and epencd anld ana-
Jrzed the eonfenis of €700
picces of mail.
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The existence of the CiA's
main mail opcrstian  was

n

‘s, the CIA exam-

made ¥nown ta three Fost-
masters Geoneral and one At
torney  Gensral—John N
litchell—zlthoush the
aree 6f their knowie
in dispuie, the repert indi-
caies., 3
For cxaumpie, former ClA
Divector Richard M Helms,
then chicf of opzrationsg in
the Pians Directorate, wrote

ina 1981 memo nat he and
then ClA Dircetor Allen
Dulles i bricfed then
30 stmaster General J. F-
'd D“ on theo
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